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Italy, at least in the Romanized or Hellenized parts of the
empire, still represented civilization; and through the ranks
many persons of middling or inferior station passed into the
class of citizens. So the process went on, by which the body
of citizens grew larger and larger, till it included most of the
upper and middle classes of the urban population in Italy and
the provinces.
Together with this extension there was a radical change
in the composition of this body, when compared with the
republican age or the reign of Augustus. Above all, the old
senatorial nobility had disappeared by the end of the first
century, partly in consequence of merciless persecution by
the emperors, and partly from natural causes : if they married
at all, their marriages were generally childless. Their place
was filled by a new imperial nobility, natives either of Italian
cities or of the provinces. This change is clearly shown in the
case of the emperors themselves : the Julii and Claudii belong
to the old patrician aristocracy, the Flavii come from a muni-
cipal Italian stock, and most of the Antonines belong to the
upper class of the Romanized provinces. The new aristocracy
was not much more long-lived than its predecessors: after
two or three generations families died out and gave place to
others of similar origin. The same indifference to the con-
tinuation of the name still led to the same result; and any
family which survived for more than two generations was
artificially kept alive by the system of adoption.
In the country towns, especially in the upper middle class
which aimed at equestrian rank, the same thing is observable
—the rapid extinction of families. The equestrian class grows
in numbers but is recruited chiefly from without. Here, too,
adoption is common, and the adopted son is often a freedman,
a former slave of the family. The only class which adds to
its numbers is the proletariate in town and country. Of this
we have no direct evidence; but it may be inferred from the
increasing population of the empire as a whole, which in turn
is proved by the steady growth of the cities and increasing
area of cultivation in almost all the provinces. It is a marked
feature in all the higher classes of the population, that they
are unwilling to continue their kind and found a family.
Apparently their motive was to secure full enjoyment of their
wealth for themselves personally ; and they were not willing
to hamper their freedom with the cares of a family. Men

